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The logo for the 2nd High Level Meeting on South-South Cooperation for Child Rights in Asia
and the Pacific borrows its inspiration from the pinwheel, which is associated with 
childhood happiness and unseen energy being transformed into motion. The logo has 
multiple components depicting mutual agreement, a human-centred approach and a call for
the greater good of all children. The rendition is human and organic in nature. The colour
gradient symbolizes seamless integration of different lines of thought. It uses two colours:
pink inspires the warm and comforting feelings associated with children, while purple 
stimulates the imagination and encourages high ideals. This combination embodies the 
aspirations of the meeting: to bring about a transformation and move forward together with
energy in fulfilling child rights.
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The Second High Level Meeting on South-South Cooperation for Child Rights, held in New
Delhi from 23-25 October 2013, was hosted by the Government of India. 

During the meeting governments of Asia and the Pacific have shown that they are seeking
to turn their growing economic progress into constructive social investments in their
countries. More importantly the participants confirmed that the future of their nations
depend on the well-being of children and adolescents. 

The Second High Level Meeting reinforced political commitments to child rights and 
allowed for an exchange of experiences over three days of intense discussion. There were
more than 150 participants from 32 countries, regional organizations and UNICEF. The
major issues under review in New Delhi were: 

• Progress on South-South cooperation for child rights since 2010; 
• Adolescents: current rights for future opportunities; 
• Fulfilling child rights through early childhood development; 
• Urban settings as an opportunity for realizing all child rights.

The meeting was ambitious in its scope and in its achievements. Progress and advances
across a wide range of cooperative ventures were reviewed. Different approaches to the
promotion of child rights on the thematic issues were identified, along with opportunities
for future cooperation between participating countries. One issue was the important
learning on vocational training and skills programmes made in several presentations and
statements as a way to generate employment and decrease poverty amongst youth. 

Foreword
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The New Delhi Declaration, adopted by acclamation, set out a number of important 
recommendations (summary below) which governments undertook to pursue in the 
context of South-South cooperation to fully realize the rights of all children in Asia and
the Pacific.

• Enhance inter-country learning and exchange of best practices;
• Ensure adequate investments for and with adolescents;
• Share and promote strategies to take into account the perspectives of 

adolescents;
• Improve access, quality and relevance of lower secondary education & 

vocational training;
• Reviewing and enhancing national and regional coordination of ECD policies;
• Developing social protection programmes specifically targeted to support urban

children and adolescents;
• Address issues of urban inclusion to support equitable access to services and

livelihood options.

The recommendations should provide increased impetus for collaboration among the
countries of Asia and the Pacific, as they strive in the coming years to meet the rights and
needs of the region’s children. UNICEF looks forward to working with governments to 
support these endeavours. 

UNICEF congratulates all the countries represented at the meeting for their enthusiasm
and commitment, during the three days of stimulating exchanges - and over the long haul
as they make the recommendations in the New Delhi Declaration a reality. 

Karin Hulshof Daniel Toole
UNICEF Regional Director UNICEF Regional Director 
South Asia  East Asia and the Pacific
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THE NEW DELHI DECLARATION
ON SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION FOR CHILD RIGHTS
IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
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We, the delegations of the governments of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam,
Cambodia, China, Cook Islands, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Federated States of 
Micronesia, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Kiribati, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Mongolia,
Myanmar, Nepal, Niue, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu and Viet Nam committed to the promotion of child
rights in our South-South cooperation agenda; the development of networks for knowledge 
exchange, peer learning and coordination with specific attention to the topics of Adolescents, Early
Childhood Development, and Urban Settings; and committed to assessing the progress and 
advances on South-South cooperation among countries of Asia and the Pacific to further fulfil
child rights in the best interests of the child at the 2nd High Level Meeting on South-South 
Cooperation for Child Rights in Asia and the Pacific in New Delhi, India from 23 to 25 October 2013:

1 Reaffirm that child rights are fundamental to all cultures and societies and are crucial to 
children’s growth and upbringing, and that child survival, development, protection, 
health, education, and participation are vital for economic growth and human 
development;

2 Restate our commitment to the realization of all rights of all children within our 
respective national jurisdictions, as expressed in our universal ratification of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and wide ratification of its two Optional Protocols, 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, and
other relevant international human rights instruments;

3 Are convinced that, despite the great diversity represented by the 32 countries in Asia
and the Pacific participating in the High Level Meeting, the people of the region share
much in common, have strong mutual interests in socio-economic and human 
development, and have much to gain from closer cooperation to share good practices 
and lessons learned in support of the realization of child rights;

4 Believe that South-South cooperation offers a valuable opportunity for the region, and 
note with satisfaction the increased collaboration in the years following the 1st High
Level Meeting on South-South Cooperation for Child Rights in Asia and the Pacific held in
Beijing in November 2010, and the progress made by governments to fully realize child
rights, and agree to continue to intensify collaboration and enhance these efforts in the
months and years ahead;

5 Acknowledge with gratitude the forum for dialogue and facilitation provided by the host 
Government of India and the support of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF);

6 Welcome the active participation of our partner organizations, namely the Asian 
Development Bank, the Secretariat of the Pacific Community, the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation, and the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific at this meeting and their commitment to continue
their cooperation for the promotion of child rights in Asia and the Pacific.



STATUS OF CHILDREN IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
7 Acknowledge that inter-generational improvements in health and education show 

promise for the 1.2 billion children in Asia and the Pacific today. Many of the children of
today are healthier and enjoy a higher standard of living than their parents. They are also
better educated and have a greater ability than previous generations to contribute to 
their own betterment and that of their communities and countries. Yet, serious and 
enduring challenges continue to inhibit very large numbers of children in Asia and the
Pacific, particularly girls, to realize their full development potential. Poverty has been a
major determinant in preventing the realisation of their full potential. Other structural 
determinants include inequality, conflicts, economic and political instability, the adverse 
effects of natural disasters and the serious erosion of coastlines, depletion of fresh water
and changes in sea water conditions affecting marine livelihoods.

Adolescents
8 Acknowledge that there are 650 million adolescents in Asia and the Pacific, and that 

adolescents are a rapidly increasing percentage of the total population of many 
countries in the region.

9 Recognize that the rapidly increasing numbers of adolescents in our countries create the 
potential for greater prosperity and growth as the numbers of those working increases in 
relation to those who are dependent on them. However, we also recognize that 
adolescents — our citizens and soon to be our future workforce and human resource
base — need to be healthy, educated, suitably trained, and able to secure quality jobs
for our countries and to realize their own self-development.

10 Note that adolescents are facing severe gender disparities in several countries. There are 
significant differences in the net secondary school enrolment ratios between boys and
girls, and between several countries in the region. We recognize the need to pay 
attention to out of school adolescents, particularly girls, and to provide alternative forms
of education to empower them and enable their meaningful participation in decision
making processes on issues which affect them. We recognize that many out of school
adolescents are living with disabilities and need much more attention to special learning
opportunities.

11 Note with concern that the practice of marriage before 18 years of age not only 
separates girls from their family and community at a very young age, but also imposes
many restrictions on their personal and professional freedom. And we note that teenage
pregnancy places the lives of young girls and their babies at severe risk. These risks 
increase in pregnancies to unmarried teenage girls.

12 Note with concern the high rates of violence against children and adolescents in the 
region, particularly against adolescent girls, including those who are married. We 
recognize that adolescents are exposed to physical and sexual violence, drug abuse, and
face risks of trafficking and child pornography, cyber-crime, and harmful use of social 
media. Not only does this constitute a grave violation of their rights, but it also has 
serious implications for their well-being and productivity as adults and is linked with an
intergenerational cycle of gender-based violence faced by many girls and women.

13 Further note with concern that close to 25 percent of all adolescent girls in the region 
are severely underweight, and that the lack of nutritious food and positive feeding 
practices during early childhood and adolescence causes irreparable damage to their 
health and nutrition, and the health and nutrition of their children. Another challenge is
the high prevalence of anaemia in several countries in the region. Furthermore, 
undernourished adolescent girls are likely to give birth to low birth-weight babies, 
perpetuating an intergenerational cycle of under-nutrition. At the same time, in some
countries, there are health issues related to overweight adolescents, increasing risk of 
non-communicable diseases and high-risk pregnancies.

14 Further note with concern the issue of youth unemployment in the region. While 
socio-economic conditions contribute to child labour and put children at risk of 
exploitation, many adolescents of eligible age are unable to find decent work once they
complete their education and training.

THE NEW DELHI DECLARATION ON SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION FOR CHILD RIGHTS IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 10



15 Recognize the imperative to more systematically understand and address the 
circumstances and needs of adolescents through our policies, laws, plans, budgets, and
actions, including collecting data and conducting research on the most disadvantaged 
and excluded—such as adolescents living with disabilities.

Early Childhood Development
16 Recognize that early childhood development policies and programmes that support the

care and education of all children (including children with special needs and orphaned 
children) are of critical importance to the immediate well-being of children and to their 
future. Investing in the early years is a key strategy to reduce social inequalities. Adults 
who have received the best start in the earliest years of life (including exclusive breast
feeding for the first six months, full immunization, clean water and sanitation, adequate 
health care, and opportunities for cognitive development, as well as protection from 
abuse and violence) have a greater potential to lead more productive and rewarding lives.

17 Recognize that investments in early childhood development interventions, which ensure 
access for all children, with special attention to the most vulnerable, produce significant 
economic returns for individuals, families, communities, and countries. Early childhood 
development can also be advanced through media to promote a supportive environment
for children.

18 Note that many young children and families in Asia and the Pacific are participating in 
community-based parent support programmes and early learning initiatives designed to 
pave the way to success in school. Yet, also recognize that despite significant increases in
programme enrolment there are children in Asia and the Pacific, particularly poor 
children and children in especially difficult circumstances, who do not have access to 
early childhood development opportunities.

Urban Settings
19 Acknowledge that currently 1.6 billion people, or 40 percent of people living in Asia and 

the Pacific, reside in urban areas. Affirm that our cities and towns are engines of 
economic growth and centres of social development, culture, creativity and innovation, 
which produce over 80 percent of the region’s GDP. Further note that cities hold 
tremendous potential for the cost-effective delivery of high quality services for all 
children while recognizing that the high population density in urban settings heightens 
the impact of natural disasters on children, especially for small island states.

20 Recognize the importance of focusing on children in urban areas, bearing in mind the 
economic and social disparities within such areas and the challenges posed by rural to 
urban migration. At the same time, we recognize that the population residing in rural 
areas requires the same focus to ensure that the rural to urban migration push factor is 
removed and children are not adversely impacted.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Building on the discussions during the 2nd High Level Meeting on South-South Cooperation for
Child Rights in Asia and the Pacific, we undertake to pursue the following recommendations in the
context of South-South cooperation to fully realize the rights of all children in Asia and the Pacific:

Overall Recommendations
21 Continue to build on the most successful approaches to advancing South-South 

cooperation for child rights, particularly: regional forums, high level conferences and 
meetings, exchange visits and study tours, sharing of country experiences and lessons 
learned, peer-to-peer learning—including web-based and other internet exchanges, 
twinning arrangements, and bilateral and multilateral partnerships.

22 Collaborate to improve methodologies for data collection, to access and more fully use 
existing and new databases, and use data for the purposes of advancing child rights.
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23 Enhance inter-country learning and exchange of best practices to advance the realization
of child rights through the actions of governments, in partnership with civil society and 
communities—as well as lessons learned from approaches that did not work.

24 Encourage multi-country research studies—including comparative and trend analysis, 
and longitudinal studies—in collaboration with research and academic institutions and 
with assistance from regional and international organizations.

Recommendations on Adolescents
25 Ensure adequate investments for and with adolescents—including in the areas of health,

education, job creation and social participation—and including social protection 
programmes, to address the different threats and challenges faced at each stage of 
adolescence, to eliminate violence against children and adolescents, and to promote 
adolescents’ participation in their own capacity development.

26 Share and promote strategies to take into account the perspectives of adolescents in the 
formulation of policies and in the identification and implementation of actions affecting 
adolescents.

27 Regularly collect, share/disseminate, and use data on adolescents to strengthen our 
understanding of their lives and to support evidence-based policy making.

28 Work towards realizing meaningful participation of adolescents, and encourage and 
enhance inter-country exchange among adolescents and the sharing of good practices to
build on and expand civic education, youth participation, positive uses of social media, 
and leadership.

29 Pursue strategies to improve access, quality, and relevance of lower secondary education
and vocational training, improve student retention and graduation rates, and strengthen 
the future employability of adolescents, particularly adolescent girls, by sharing country 
experiences on skill enhancement and vocational training.

Recommendations on Early Childhood Development 
30 Focus on reviewing and enhancing national and regional coordination of early childhood 

development policies, programmes, and service components—including exclusive 
breastfeeding, effective complementary feeding, full immunization, access to clean 
water, access to hygienic sanitation, access to adequately iodized salt, access to quality 
early learning and stimulation, and cognitive development opportunities—in a protective
and nurturing environment with a particular focus on reducing disparities. We also note 
the importance of parental education and prevention from abuse and violence within 
families and communities.

Recommendations on Urban Settings
31 Make available accurate urban data to identify disparities, with a specific focus on slums 

and peri-urban areas.

32 Consider developing social protection programmes specifically targeted to support urban
children and adolescents.

33 Address issues of urban inclusion to support equitable access to services and livelihood 
options, particularly for the most marginalized and excluded children such as those living
in slums or living in poor conditions.

34 Enhance investments toward the realization of child rights in today’s small and medium 
sized cities of less than 100,000 inhabitants (of different sizes depending on the country),
as these cities will experience the bulk of future urban growth in the region.

35 Undertake, where appropriate, South-South cooperation between cities in the region to 
plan and shape cities that live up to their potential to promote child rights, with the 
involvement of mayors and local authorities.
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36 Examine issues relating to the enhancement of services to rural populations and other 
places of out-migration to address more holistically the issue of rural to urban migration 
and urbanization.

FOLLOW-UP AND REPORTING
37 We pledge to build strong linkages among the participating delegations to address the 

recommendations made in this Declaration and for each government to issue a report at 
the end of 2015 on the status of our actions.

SUPPORT FROM PARTNERS IN THE REGION
38 We request our development partners to support our governments individually and 

collectively to fulfil the recommendations for action in this Declaration. In particular, we
recognise the importance of enhancing and mobilising financial and other resources for 
fulfilling these recommendations.

ADOPTION
We unanimously adopt this, the New Delhi Declaration on South-South Cooperation for Child
Rights. We thank the Government of India and the people of New Delhi for providing a forum for
dialogue and their warm hospitality as hosts of the meeting, and welcome the support of UNICEF
and other partners for the consultations.
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The Second High Level Meeting on South-South Cooperation for Child Rights in Asia and the 
Pacific (HLM) commenced with the lighting of the lamp for the inaugural ceremony. It is a 
tradition in India and also considered auspicious to begin an important event with lighting a lamp.
Light symbolizes knowledge and enlightenment. Hence the lighting of the lamp ceremony 
signifies an auspicious beginning to the event and an invocation for enlightenment.

Ms. Nita Chowdhury, Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India
delivered the welcome address, stating  it was a proud moment for the Government of India to be
hosting the Second High Level Meeting on South-South Cooperation for Child Rights in Asia and
the Pacific.  

She noted that despite the intergenerational improvements in health and education, serious and
enduring challenges remain which continue to inhibit large numbers of children to realize their
full potential, including poverty, inequality, and the adverse effects of climate change, conflict,
and economic and political instability.

Commenting on the three topics of the meeting, she highlighted that adolescents are a rapidly 
increasing percentage of the total population of many countries in the region. She expressed the
need to more systematically understand and address the circumstances and needs of adolescents
through our policies, plans, budgets, and actions. She also noted the need to harness adoles-
cents’ energy and creativity, and find meaningful ways for them to participate in decisions that
impact their lives.   

She stressed the critical importance of early childhood development (ECD) policies and 
programmes for all children to the immediate well-being of children and to their future. She 
expressed the hope that through discussions at the HLM and in future South-South cooperation
activities ways to expand ECD services to the most disadvantaged communities would be found.   

She also noted that, although cities and towns are engines of economic growth, centres of social
development, culture, creativity and innovation, which produce over 80 percent of the region’s
GDP, the pace of urban growth may exceed the current rates of infrastructure development and 
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basic service provision, with possible severe repercussions on children. She expressed confidence
that the meeting would provide the opportunity to examine different countries’ experiences in
tackling the challenges of urban settings, and to mutual learning. 

Secretary Nita Chowdhury concluded by stating that she looked forward to the discussions over
the following two days, in the hope that all participants make a collaborative effort towards 
fulfilment of children’s rights.

Mr. Anthony Lake, Executive Director, UNICEF expressed his gratitude to the Government of India
for organizing the meeting. In looking at the situation of children in Asia and the Pacific, he noted
the economic gains in many countries, and the accompanying progress in ensuring that ever more
children survive, thrive, and gain an education due to national laws, policies and 
especially strong political will in countries across the region. 

Citing challenges faced by children in Asia and the Pacific, he identified doors of opportunity 
corresponding to the three topics of the meeting. Opportunities to reaffirm commitment to 
effective policies and programmes for young children with increased investment and to undertake
preventive health actions such as vaccinations, adequate nutrition, clean water and sanitation
and thereby provide all children with a good start in life. Opportunities to deliver services to all
children throughout their lifecycle, and in particular to the most marginalized groups such as 
children with disabilities, indigenous populations and girls. Opportunities to maximize the 
potential of cities to become places for realizing child rights by addressing severe inequalities and 
exclusion.  

Referring to South-South cooperation, he noted that nobody understands the needs of a 
developing economy better than another country on the same path. In this respect, South-South
cooperation, best practices, advice and innovative approaches to common challenges are being
shared more often, and more rapidly, than ever before. He added that through triangular 
cooperation donor countries and multilateral organizations are increasingly supporting the South-
South exchange of training and technology to achieve progress for the most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged. 

Noting that technology has the power to drive partnerships, allow information to be collected
and shared more quickly and cost-effectively than ever before, he stated that anyone with a new
approach to an old problem has the power to share it. Citing some examples, he expressed his 
anticipation to learn about many more during the meeting.  

He concluded stating that children’s success and failures tomorrow depend on what we do today
to deliver health, education, and protection throughout their life cycles. 

Ms. Sujata Mehta, Additional Secretary (Development Partnership Administration), Ministry of
External Affairs, Government of India expressed appreciation for the initiative of the Ministry of
Women and Child Development to arrange this important meeting in India. She noted that the 
Indian Constitution places human rights in a very privileged position, informed by the need to 
balance India’s immense diversity with the unequivocal recognition of the importance of human
life and of individual rights. 
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From this perspective, she noted the most significant development in the last several years has
been the transition from a welfare based system to a rights-based system. Over the past decade,
India has enacted legislation to ensure the Right to Education, Right to Rural Employment, and
Right to Food: all very significant commitments, keeping in view the many millions who are 
guaranteed access to these rights thereby. Combined with these, the Right to Information has
also been legislated and guaranteed, bringing about transparency and accountability in 
government. She expressed confidence that each one of these rights will have a direct and 
positive impact on securing the right of every child to a bright future in India.

Referring to the South-South cooperation perspective, she indicated that while the term 
South-South cooperation seems to have gained renewed currency recently, India has pursued this
approach since independence, recognizing the importance of developing cooperation with other
developing countries with whom India continues to share the aspiration of eradicating poverty
and promoting development. She described The Indian Technical and Economic Assistance 
Programme (ITEC), one of the main channels for such cooperation, which offers training in various
fields to almost 10, 000 individuals from partner countries each year. She expressed that India
promotes mutually beneficial exchange of development experiences and resources in the belief
of having much to share with other developing countries and, in turn, to learn from partners and
friends since all aspire to similar objectives of national development and economic growth.

In concluding, she expressed confidence that sustained interaction among participating countries
would further the global debate on child rights as well as enhance their own ability to infuse the
Southern perspective more effectively into the global dialogue on the topics. 

Mme. Su Fengjie, Deputy Director-General of the Office of the National Working Committee on
Children and Women under the State Council, Government of China expressed thanks to the 
Ministry of Women and Child Development for hosting the continuance of the high-level 
exchange on South-South cooperation for child rights, and for the considerate preparation and
arrangements of the meeting. She also expressed her appreciation and gratitude to UNICEF for its
various efforts in support of South-South cooperation in Asia and the Pacific and in promoting the
development of women and children across the region.

She stated that the Chinese Government attached great importance to children's development 
reflected in the newly promulgated National Program for Children's Development (2011-2020)
which reiterates the basic principles of ‘putting children first’ and ‘development of children on an
equal footing’ and covers the areas of health, education, welfare, social environment and legal
protection. She also outlined how the Government of China is actively fulfilling its obligations as a
signatory to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Mme. Su also shared the
important measures China has undertaken in the field of child development in recent years, 
including on preschool education. She noted that, affected by uneven economic and social 
development, the development and protection of rights of children still face many challenges in
China’s rapid urbanization process. 

Stating that concern about children and youth is concern about the future of mankind, she
quoted Rabindranath Tagore, the famous Indian poet and philosopher, “The difference between
what we do and what we are capable of doing would suffice to solve most of the world's 
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problems.” In wishing the meeting great success, she exhorted all participants to work hand in
hand for the full realization of children’s rights, for the promotion of South-South cooperation,
and for the common prosperity of the region. 

Mrs. Krishna Tirath, Honourable Minister of State (Independent Charge),Ministry of Women and
Child Development, Government of India delivered the keynote address. In welcoming all 
delegates she noted that the meeting is a continuation of a process that was initiated in China in
2010 which marked the beginning of cooperative action to promote child rights in the region, and
that the high level political commitment of governments in Asia and the Pacific will play a big role
in the realisation of the rights of nearly 1.2 billion children across the region.  

She outlined the purpose of this Second HLM, namely to assess the progress made in realisation
of child rights since the First HLM in Beijing, to strengthen South-South cooperation for the 
promotion of child rights, and to encourage coordination for knowledge sharing and peer 
learning across the region. She expressed that accomplishing this would help build a better future
for the children of Asia and the Pacific. Referring to the topics of the meeting, she stated that
early childhood is the most important phase of life that determines health, education and 
economic participation of a person for the rest of his or her life. She added that adolescence is
also very significant as it marks the transition from childhood to adulthood and is a phase of life
marked by significant physiological, mental, and social change, which requires special measures.
She also noted that urban settings, with particular attention to the most marginalised and 
destitute communities, provide key opportunities to realise child well-being outcomes. 

Minister Tirath outlined some of the key initiatives taken by India under the themes of the 
meeting. These include a newly adopted National Policy for Children, which recognizes that 
childhood is an integral part of life with a value of its own and reaffirms that every child is unique
and a supremely important national asset. She also referred to the Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) flagship programme, in operation since 1975, which is one of the world’s largest
and most unique programmes for early childhood care and education addressing the health, 
nutrition and development needs of young children. For adolescent girls, she described a very
promising scheme launched in 2010 called Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for Empowerment of Adolescent
Girls (SABLA), which empowers adolescent girls by improving their nutritional and health status,
up- grading their home skills, life skills and vocational skills. She indicated that the Government of
India is also currently working on a similar scheme for adolescent boys (Saksham) aiming at the
all-round development of adolescent boys to make them self-reliant, gender-sensitive and aware
citizens. Other initiatives include a special law to protect children from sexual offences. The 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO), enacted in 2012, is a gender neutral act
and protects children from sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography. The Act 
incorporates child friendly procedures, which marks a step towards developing child 
jurisprudence in the country. The Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) aims to improve the
well-being of children in difficult circumstances and reduce their vulnerabilities to situations and
actions that lead to abuse, neglect, exploitation and abandonment. 

Noting the common aspiration of advancing child rights, she expressed hope that the discussions
over the next two days would strengthen and deepen the South-South cooperation to advance
the right of every child to life, survival, health, education, development, protection and 
participation.
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The opening ceremonies concluded with a cultural show and welcome dinner hosted by the 
Government of India. The cultural show featured dances from different states across India reflecting
the rich diversity and vitality of the host country.

Dr. Vivek Joshi, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India
gave the vote of thanks. Expressing that it was an honour for India to host the meeting, he first
thanked all the distinguished dignitaries on the dias and delegates of the 32 countries across Asia
and the Pacific for their participation. He extended thanks to the Ministries of External Affairs,
Home Affairs, and Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, Government of India for their full 
support and cooperation for the meeting. He voiced thanks to Mme. Su Fengjie, Executive 
Director, Office of the National Working Committee on Children and Women for her presence and
thoughtful message. In thanking Mr. Anthony Lake, UNICEF Executive Director, Dr. Joshi noted Mr.
Lake’s presence at both the First and Second High Level Meetings underscored UNICEF’s 
commitment to South-South cooperation for child rights. He also thanked UNICEF for facilitating
the Government of India in organizing the meeting. He concluded in stating that he looked 
forward to the discussions and exchanges of experience, and welcomed all the distinguished 
delegates to Delhi.  
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PROMOTING AND PRACTISING SOUTH-SOUTH 
COOPERATION FOR CHILD RIGHTS IN ASIA AND
THE PACIFIC: FROM BEIJING TO NEW DELHI

Session Chair, Mme. Liang Hong, Division Director, International Trade and Economic Affairs 
Department, Ministry of Commerce, China opened the session by expressing her sincere appreci-
ation to the Government of India, UNICEF and especially the Regional Offices for South Asia and
East Asia and the Pacific, and all the delegates. She noted that the Second High Level Meeting on
South-South Cooperation for Child Rights in Asia and the Pacific (HLM) had brought together over
150 representatives from 32 countries in Asia and the Pacific, which reminded her of the great
event of the First HLM held in 2010, when senior leaders from 28 countries joined together in Bei-
jing to 
discuss opportunities to promote child rights within the framework of South-South cooperation. She
stated that it was now an appropriate point to assess the progress and advances in South-South 
cooperation contained in the Beijing Declaration.

Dr. Vivek Joshi, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India,
delivered a keynote speech on South-South Cooperation for Child Rights. Noting that although
South-South cooperation has been practised for decades, he indicated it has gained far greater
prominence in recent years as a direct result of economic growth and capacity development in
the region. He further noted that countries have increasingly found it desirable to establish direct
partnerships among themselves for development or humanitarian purposes. 

He cited numerous examples of India’s South-South cooperation initiatives and partnerships, 
covering diverse areas such as organized crime, trafficking, adoption, child abuse and neglect, 
disaster risk reduction, and governance. He noted that India is a Governing Board Member of
South Asia Initiative to End Violence against Children (SAIEVAC), with the aim to prevent and 
respond to all forms of neglect, abuse, exploitation and violence against children through a 
comprehensive child protection system at the regional and national level. Through SAIEVAC, a
wide range of stakeholders including governments, children, International Organisations, UN
Agencies and Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) are engaged in a cooperative, innovative and 
participatory manner to share experience, formalize linkages and reinforce cooperation to end 
violence against children. Recognising that children need to be consulted as per their age and
level of maturity in matters affecting them, SAIEVAC has provided a platform for child 
representatives from all the member countries to participate in its deliberations. Children’s 
recommendations are considered and appropriately incorporated in SAIEVAC’s work plans. 

He informed participants that the Progress Review since the First HLM held in Beijing contains
many more of the initiatives taken by India. He appreciated the enthusiastic participation for this 
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meeting and expressed hope that the discussions in the next two days would not just end with
the meeting but start the journey of concerted commitment from all participants to ensure that
rights of every child in their respective countries be fulfilled. 

Mr. Daniel Toole, Regional Director, UNICEF East Asia and the Pacific Regional Office began his 
remarks by thanking the Ministry for Women and Child Development and the Government of
India for their hard work in organizing the Second HLM. He reminded participants that the Beijing
Declaration commitments were to work together to address complex cross border issues; to build
and strengthen national child protection and welfare systems; to channel human and financial 
resources towards addressing disparities; and to place children at the centre of disaster risk 
reduction. He reported that the Progress Review provided many examples of initiatives 
undertaken to meet these goals. In citing different examples he noted with satisfaction that as an
outcome of the First HLM, South-South cooperation on child rights is deep and growing across all
countries in Asia and the Pacific. At the same time, he noted the continuing vulnerability of Asia
and the Pacific to natural disasters, and need to continue to seek ways to support communities
and improve sub-national preparedness. He also stressed the need for even more and stronger 
cooperation to enable all countries to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) targets for
the reduction of under 5 mortality, and underweight and undernourished children, and to redouble 
efforts through more South-South and triangular cooperation to address remaining disparities.

Ms. Karin Hulshof, Regional Director, UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia presented UNICEF’s
perspectives on the three thematic areas of the Second HLM. On adolescents, she noted the
many challenges they face, including discrimination in relation to gender, disability, and family
identity including caste, ethnicity, religion and economic status. Noting that adolescents have
hopes for the future and hold the key to building just societies, she urged that it is our duty to 
galvanize their potential and ensure they are prepared to be the leaders of tomorrow.  

Ms. Hulshof stated that almost a third of Asia’s urban population live in under-served slums and
informal settlements and that the space that children can inhabit properly and healthily is 
shrinking. She noted the potential of cities to be places where the rights of all children are 
realized. She called for better data collection, disaggregated with a special focus on vulnerable
and excluded groups, and the coordinated engagement of local government, informal sector, 
private sector and civil society to realize children’s rights with equity in urban areas. This, coupled
with South-South and triangular cooperation have the potential to transform developing 
countries’ polices and approaches to service delivery by bringing effective, locally owned 
solutions for children.

Finally, she noted the importance of early childhood development to enable all children to reach
their full potential, and that despite the considerable progress made in Asia and the Pacific, 
ensuring access to, and quality of ECD services for all children remains an uphill battle. She called
for the development of regional quality standards and indicators for monitoring interventions,
and strengthened awareness of effective accountability and governance mechanisms for ECD 
programmes. 
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Afghanistan
H.E. Amena Afazli, Minister of Labour, Social Affairs, Martyrs and Disabled reported that at the
national level, Afghanistan has been active in implementing the Beijing Declaration, adopting a
systems approach to its child protection efforts. One of the initiatives highlighted was the effort to
record and analyse the incidence of child rights violations in all Provinces to develop short and
long-term strategies to respond to them. Prof. Wasil Noor, Deputy Minister presented
Afghanistan’s active role in the South Asian Initiative to End Violence Against Children (SAIEVAC),
which has led to systematic and intensive South-South exchanges among the countries in South
Asia and a number of concrete measures to cooperate on the issue.

Malaysia
Mr. Sharudin Shar Kashim, Deputy Director General (Planning), Department of Social Welfare of
the Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development reported in detail on a triangular
cooperation initiative for a Child Protection Conference held in Kuala Lumpur in 2012. Organized
in cooperation with UNICEF, this conference brought together Malaysian Government officials
and technicians, representatives from nine other countries, Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs), the private sector and academia, with resource persons drawn from professional social
workers and academics from six different countries including one donor country. The 
deliberations resulted in a number of key conclusions and recommendations, including the need
to foster strong partnerships between government, NGOs, the corporate sector and communities,
and the need for quality and professional social workers.
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Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)
Mr. Mun Jong Chol, Coordinator, DPRK National Coordinating Committee for the Convention of
the Rights of the Child emphasized that the DPRK has witnessed considerable progress in 
implementing the Beijing Declaration. Specific activities have included exchanges and study tours
in the areas of child nutrition, reduction of infant mortality rate, child and maternal health, 
baby-friendly hospitals and salt iodization, in collaboration with UNICEF, World Health 
Organization (WHO), and Governments of Cambodia, China, India, Mongolia, Thailand and Viet
Nam. These South-South exchanges enabled experts to share useful experiences and contributed
to building foundations for updating national strategies and promoting interventions for children
and women. He also reported on domestic legislative measures enacted to enhance the 
protection of children. 

Federated States of Micronesia
Hon. Dr. Vita Skilling, Minister of Health and Social Affairs acknowledged the recommendations
of the Beijing Declaration, and noted that a recent review of compliance of laws and policies with
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in Micronesia found that there were some gaps in
its implementation, which the country is now addressing. With respect to the four Beijing 
Declaration recommendations, she reported that prioritization was given to the child protection
and nutrition areas, with progress underway in the passing or updating of laws at national and
sub-national level.

In order to address the remaining gaps, health and child protection laws and policies are being 
reviewed and updated. She also highlighted that quality data is an important prerequisite to 
design effective policies. She concluded by expressing gratitude to donor partners who have 
provided support to the people and children of Micronesia.  
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Lao PDR
H.E. Mme Khempheng Pholsena, Minister to the Government’s Office, Chair of the National 
Commission for Mothers noted that since the adoption of the Beijing Declaration, Lao PDR has 
had fruitful South-South collaboration and mutually beneficial technical exchanges with a number
of countries. In respect of achieving the MDGs with equity, she provided an example of  
combining two surveys using a sample size of 20,000 households, which provided rich data 
disaggregated to the provincial level. The findings clearly highlighted disparities based on 
geographical location, wealth quintiles, language groups and gender. Lao PDR hosted a delegation
from Mongolia to share this experience. She reported that Lao PDR is in the process of 
developing a national plan of action to prevent and eliminate violence against children, and has
already drawn on the experience of a neighbouring country to learn from their experiences.    

She indicated that Lao PDR had an innovative experience in early childhood education, and would
be happy to share it with other countries. She also expressed her country’s interest to learn from
other countries experiences in developing national adolescent and youth strategies and action
plans, as well as to jointly look at the impact of regional integration on increased vulnerabilities of
families and children. 

Samoa
Hon. Gatoloaifaana Amataga Gidlow, Associate Minister of the Ministry of Women, Community
and Social Development emphasized that in Samoa, the implementation of the Beijing 
Declaration is being carried out in tandem with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).
Key achievements to date include the Child Care and Protection Bill, and the adoption of a 
National Policy for Children in 2010. 

She identified areas where her Government would benefit from other countries experiences, 
including the ratification and reporting processes of the Optional Protocols to the CRC, and for
the implementation of the Child Care and Protection Bill.

PROMOTING AND PRACTISING SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION FOR CHILD RIGHTS IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC:  
FROM BEIJING TO NEW DELHI 23



ADOLESCENTS: CURRENT RIGHTS FOR FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES 24

Dra. Nina Sardjunani, MA, Deputy Minister for Human Resources and Culture, Ministry of 
National Development Planning, Indonesia chaired the session, and introduced the topic of 
Adolescents: Current Rights for Future Opportunities by summarizing the contents of the back-
ground paper. 

The paper notes that Asia and the Pacific is a region of rapid change, where strong economic
growth in many countries is affecting social norms and in some cases widening social disparities.
In this context, it makes the case that investing in adolescents can yield a demographic dividend
in terms of social welfare, economic growth and political stability. There is thus benefit to be
gained from addressing policies to this cohort, focusing on their distinctive needs and rights, and
because of their potential contribution to society.

Adolescents in Asia and the Pacific today are generally healthier and have a higher standard of 
living than earlier generations of young people. They are better educated and have a greater 
ability to contribute to their own development and that of society. Notwithstanding this, the 
challenges facing adolescents in the region are significant. They are also closely interrelated, 
although planning, training and funding for health, education and employment tend to be done
separately, which often prevents vital cross-sectoral collaboration. Issues such as gender, 
disability, violence and justice also need to be addressed. And the paper underlines the 
importance of engaging adolescents: participation is not only valuable to incubate future civic 
involvement, but it is intrinsically important for eliciting relevant perspectives that might 
otherwise be neglected. 

The paper identifies a number of preconditions if adolescents are to flourish:
• Government interventions in education, health provision, gender equity and 

violence-prevention are necessary; 
• Initiatives to reduce poverty, discrimination and conflict are needed; 
• Stimulating youthful creativity and being supportive towards emotional relationships 

is important; 
• Improvement of the employability of all adolescents, including girls and other 

marginalised groups through vigorous skill-development and job-creation programmes
is required.

The paper concludes that adolescents are a critical part of the region’s future and a major 
national asset in the making.  South-South cooperation can play an important role in building 
effective transnational partnerships and sharing resources, training materials, skill-development 
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opportunities and other facilities to promote adolescent development. With robust collaborative
investment and partnerships across the region, the untapped goodwill, energy and creativity of
this new generation can be harnessed to enormous gain for their communities, nations and for
Asia and the Pacific as a whole. 

India
Dr. Vivek Joshi, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development made a strong case
for establishing clear policy goals for adolescents, and identified the need for public investment.
He identified specific areas to be addressed, ranging from improvement in school enrolment, 
gender sensitive policies, reproductive health for adolescents, skill development, adolescents in
conflict with the law, violence and adolescents, and drug abuse. He listed the legislation, policies,
national programmes and schemes of the Government of India, including the Rajiv Ghandi
Scheme for Empowerment of Adolescent Girls (SABLA), and the Scheme for Adolescent Boys 
(Saksham).   

He indicated that future opportunities could be capitalized on by strengthening coordination
mechanisms and fostering multiple partnerships amongst key stakeholders; investing in capacity
building initiatives at all levels to nurture collaboration across various departments and sectors to
effectively use limited resources; and involving adolescents in policy making and making them a
part of social monitoring and evaluation processes.  

Sri Lanka
Hon. Mohan Lal Grero, Deputy Minister of Education focused his presentation on Sri Lanka’s
strategy to facilitate the transition from school to decent work, particularly the employability of
adolescents, through strengthening vocational and technological training, linking secondary 
education to the world of work, career development, public-private partnerships and review of
the qualification framework.

The suggested way forward highlighted stronger focus on the right to quality education linked to
the job market; ensuring adequate resources for skills development in schools and technical 
colleges; advocating for a mind-set change to market-oriented skills requirements; continued 
assessment and required adjustments in training to meet international market demands; and 
allocation of resources and more effective coordination to implement policies.

Timor Leste
Mr. Miguel Marques Gonçalves Manetelu, Secretary of State for Youth and Sport described the
youth bulge in Timor Leste, outlining different aspects of the situation of adolescents and young
people. He summarized his country’s National Youth Policy, covering the aims, principles, funding
and responsibilities. He provided details on the National Youth Parliament, which was created in
2009 as a space to learn about democracy and foster a culture of debate and discussion, and as a
way for adolescents to participate in public life. He listed the achievements of this initiative, the
lessons learned and how they are being acted upon. These include the need to be more 
democratic and transparent through a broadened campaign and election process; designation of
seats for adolescents with disabilities; and the establishment of an alumnae network to
strengthen continuity and to encourage them to undertake their own initiatives.
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Bangladesh
Mr. A.Y.M Golam Kibri, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women and Children Affairs began by noting
that making a successful transition from childhood to adulthood requires appropriate human 
capital that includes good health, education and life skills to be a productive member of society,
and that his Government is convinced that investing strongly in adolescents is essential to the 
social, economic and political health of Bangladesh and to the country’s future. He categorized
the multisectoral and interlinked challenges facing Bangladeshi adolescents under nutrition and
general health status; education, employability and earning opportunities; and socio-cultural
challenges including protection against domestic violence. In response to these challenges,
Bangladesh has included an adolescent chapter in the National Children’s Policy, which cites 
commitments to address the physical and mental needs of adolescents; to pay particular 
attention to the needs of adolescent girls; and to increase children’s participation in programmes
pertaining to their well-being. He described some of the specific steps and initiatives undertaken,
and expressed readiness to build on other countries experiences, and to harness partnerships and
alliances. 

Cook Islands
Hon. John Mokoenga Henry, Associate Minister of Internal Affairs centred on the limited 
employment opportunities for adolescents in the Cook Islands as well as a population outflow to
Australia and New Zealand. He said that his Government has targeted economic growth through
private sector activity as its primary tool to address issues of unemployment and reverse the
trend of emigration. Efforts have focused on ensuring that young people stay in school with the
increase of compulsory school age, increasing the availability of relevant and more productive 
vocational training, establishing partnerships with the private sector, and adopting policies to
modernize employment laws.  



Maldives
H.E. Dr. Aamaal Ali, Minister of Gender, Family and Human Rights highlighted the challenges
faced by adolescents in the Maldives: boys are at risk of joining street gangs, taking part of 
organized crime, use of drugs, and violent behaviour; and girls are most at risk of sexual abuse.
She described a number of initiatives undertaken to counteract these situations, which include
the creation of a 24-hour toll-free child help-line, awareness programmes in schools, operation of
an educational and training centre for children, provision of free counselling and guidance 
programmes, and the formulation of a new bill on the rights of children, child care and child 
protective services.

Solomon Islands
Mrs. Ethel Sigimanu, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Women, Youth, Children and Family Affairs
described the Solomon Islands’ youth bulge, highlighting challenges related to gender based 
violence, teenage pregnancy, urban migration and high youth unemployment. She stated that the
National Youth Policy acknowledges that the life of an adolescent, if it is to be meaningful and
successful, must be seen holistically, including the active participation of young people in 
developing solutions for the problems facing them. She described initiatives undertaken such as
the Youth at Work programme which provides mentoring, job skills training and work internships
for the youth of the country’s capital. Another initiative has been the Rapid Employment Project
designed to encourage a labour intensive workforce approach and bring about an attitudinal
change among participants and improve their knowledge, experience and basic employment skills.

Tonga
Mr. Ponepate Taunisila, Deputy Director, Ministry of Education and Training highlighted the 
importance of broad-based consultation in the establishment of the Tonga National Youth 
Strategy, which promotes adolescent employment, youth participation, an active role for 
adolescents in their communities, healthy lifestyle and vocational training. The National Youth
Strategy results from extensive consultations and brings together various stakeholders – 
Government Ministries and agencies, NGOs, CSOs, Community and Faith-based Organisations and
different youth groups. Innovative initiatives implemented include community services, youth 
enterprise development, a youth development trust fund, leadership programmes, public 
awareness, a review of the education curriculum to be more relevant to adolescents’ needs and
an inclusive education policy particularly regarding children with disabilities.

Indicating the need to learn from best practices elsewhere, he called for the establishment of a
network for knowledge and experience sharing of both successes and failures.  He concluded that
the responsibility and duty to our adolescents is so important that it should be matched with 
adequate budget allocations and commitments. 
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Tuvalu
Mr. Fauoa Maani, Minister of Education, Youths and Sports statement focused on the challenge of
inclusive education particularly for children with disabilities and special care needs. Initiatives 
included the training of teachers, a review of infrastructure to support children’s needs, and the
strengthening of technical and vocational education and training in post-primary and post-
secondary schools. He also cited an increase in the number of out-of-school youths which poses
challenges to Tuvalu. He described the programmes built into the school system to try and 
address these youths’ learning needs, including strengthening technical and vocational education
and training in post-primary and post-secondary schools.

Viet Nam
Dr. Doan Mau Diep, Vice Minister of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs described the holistic 
approach taken to address adolescents’ issues through a comprehensive health care strategy, 
universal and quality education, and various programmes on vocational orientation and training,
job creation and employment placement to provide adolescents with the necessary knowledge
and skills to access quality jobs. Special policies designed to address the needs of adolescents
with disabilities and other vulnerable groups have also been implemented.

To address other problems such as child labour, early marriage and pregnancy, he indicated that
multiple activities have been implemented to eliminate the worst forms of child labour, including
the improvement of legislation, raising public awareness, and sustainable poverty reduction 
programmes. Programmes to strengthen adolescents’ knowledge on reproductive health had
been put in place and the legal framework and programmes for the protection of children, 
particularly concerning risk of abuse and exploitation of adolescent girls, have been improved.



FULFILLING CHILD RIGHTS THROUGH EARLY 
CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

Session chair, Hon. Minister Begum Zakia Shanhawaz Khan, Provincial Minister for Population
Welfare, Punjab, Pakistan, introduced the topic of Fulfilling Child Rights through Early Childhood 
Development by summarizing the background paper on the topic.

Early childhood development (ECD) refers to a comprehensive approach to policies and 
programmes for children from the prenatal period to eight years of age with the objective of 
ensuring the fulfilment of the rights of all children to develop to their full cognitive, emotional,
social and physical potential. 

The paper highlights a number of reasons why countries should invest in ECD: it is a human right;
evidence from neuroscience and research on brain development show the importance of early
care and support; evidence from economics and cost-benefit analyses estimate that, for every
US$1 spent, the return could be as much as US$7; further returns to society and the economy;
and new hypotheses which suggest that ECD may contribute to peace building.  

Yet, in spite of considerable progress in promoting ECD, the developmental potential of a large
number of children across Asia and the Pacific is still compromised by malnutrition, primarily 
during the prenatal period and during the first eight years of life. As critical early interventions to
support health, educational and socio-emotional well-being can improve the life chances of all
children, the paper proposes that what is now needed to advance ECD across Asia and the Pacific
is greater focus on ‘How’, ‘What’ and ‘Who’. 

The paper identifies key policy challenges:  
• ensuring equitable access to high-quality ECD services, and in tackling the nutritional 

status of young children, preventable diseases, and the practical factors that impede
access;

• budgeting and governance, including ensuring adequate budgetary support, 
addressing the multi-disciplinary, inter-sectoral and shared ownership aspects, seeking
participation of both professionals and families/communities, and having clearly 
articulated policies;  

• defining and ensuring quality ECD programmes with a proposed shift of attention away
from using generic, global, quantitative targets to measure progress toward focus on 
the priorities and needs of children and communities.  

The paper concludes that South-South cooperation can play an important role in strengthening
ECD policies, strategies and programmes.
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Bhutan
Mr. Karma Yeshey, Director, Department of School Education, Ministry of Education presented
Bhutan’s experience with early childhood care and development (ECCD). Noting that Bhutan has a
strong tradition of child care practices relying on the support of the extended family system, from
2004 concerted efforts were made to expand ECCD. The focus is now turning towards strengthen-
ing access, quality and implementation. To make ECCD work for all children in the face of 
challenges including limited institutional capacity and expertise, a number of strategic 
responses have been identified: social mobilization to improve childcare practices; parenting 
education through non-formal education; strengthening community and family-based approaches
in rural areas; increasing access in excluded and marginalized areas; integration of early 
stimulation into health services; and partnership and coordination to enhance effectiveness. 

China
Mme. Jiang Jin, Deputy Director General, Department of Basic Education II, Ministry of Education
began her presentation stating that achieving universal early childhood education (ECE) is a 
critical government responsibility. Following privatization of early childhood education in the
1990s, it was noted that most children in rural and poor areas had no access to ECE services due
to the absence of universal, affordable services, limited access, and great urban-rural and 
inter-regional disparities. Furthermore, children of migrant workers lacked access to ECE, as a 
result of rapid urbanization and huge internal migration.  

In response, the Government developed the National Plan for Medium and Long-Term Education
Reform and Development (2010-2020) which established the strategic goal of universalizing ECE
by 2020, emphasizing the Government’s role, and focusing on rural ECE with three year action
plans. These present a roadmap and schedule to provide greater access, and assign preschool 
construction, teacher training and quality improvement as the local government priority. There
has been a substantial increase in financial investment with a more than three-fold increase in
budget from 2009 to 2012, and a 31  percent increase in the number of preschools. Promoting
quality is being addressed through professional training, the establishment of development 
objective guidelines, and social mobilization and parenting education campaigns.

Indonesia
H.E. Dra. Nina Sardjunani, MA, Deputy Minister for Human Resources and Culture, Ministry of 
National Development Planning presented Indonesia’s holistic and integrated approach to ECD
(HI-ECD) to realize the Government’s commitment to ensure that all aspects of children’s 
essential needs are fulfilled. This approach addresses child rights in respect to health and
nutrition, educational attainment, protection and child rearing, and integrates services provided
by different ministries and agencies. Improving cross-sectoral coordination and cooperation 
between government agencies, implementing agencies and related local, national and 
international organizations is one pillar of the national policy. 

Dra. Sardjunani described the objectives of HI-ECD, and the policy and strategy designed to
achieve this. Some of the underlying principles include non-discriminative services, community
participation and good governance. She described that HI-ECD services are provided in an 
integrated way by a number of different centres, or through ‘one stop’ locations.
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Brunei Darussalam
H.E Adina Othman, Deputy Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports highlighted the crucial 
importance of early childhood for sound child development. In Brunei Darussalam this is 
addressed through the establishment of comprehensive policies to ensure access to education,
health, housing, sanitation, clean water and protection from abuse. She also emphasized the 
centrality of strengthening family institutions through communication skills, pre- and post-marital
courses, promoting family centres at the workplace, work-life balance, and awareness campaigns
on family values. She described the national mechanism for children, a multi-agency national
committee which focuses on the institution of the family. The committee comprises government
agencies and NGOs and reports to the ministerial level National Council on Social Issues. In 
concluding, she called for the establishment of ECD indicators through South-South collaboration
to assist governments to formulate policies and strategies to enhance early childhood for all.

Cambodia
H.E. Mrs. Khiev Bory, Secretary of State, Ministry of Social Affairs, described the national policy
on early childhood care and development, developed in 2010, which has already achieved a 33
percent increase in coverage to a coverage rate of 56 percent. The approach includes bilingual and 
inclusive preschool which has facilitated increasing participation of indigenous and ethnic 
minorities and children with disabilities. The National Early Childhood Care and Development
(ECCD) Committee forms the main structure to ensure coordination in the implementation of 
national programmes. Social behaviour change campaigns addressing key child protection issues
have been implemented. The primary challenges faced include limited funding, the need for more
teachers and learning materials and the need for social safety nets to create an enabling and 
protective environment. The use of new technology was identified to monitor and report on child
survival and development indicators. 

Myanmar
H.E. Dr. Daw Myat Myat Ohn Khin, Union Minister for the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement indicated that Myanmar is in the process of establishing an integrated and all 
inclusive social protection system. As part of this, an Early Childhood Care and Development
(ECCD) Law has been already submitted to Parliament, and policy on the same subject is also in
process. The ECCD strategy includes the following components: preconception, antenatal and
postnatal services; services for children of zero to three years; early childhood intervention 
services; preschool education; kindergarten and early primary; children with special needs; 
pre- and in-service training system; accountability and quality assurance; policy advocacy and
communication; and development of national level ECCD Committee. She also reported on 
actions undertaken in respect to mine risk education programmes, and rehabilitation and 
reintegration activities for child soldiers.
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Nepal
Hon. Riddhi Baba Pradhan, Minister for Women, Children and Social Welfare and Land Reform
and Management highlighted the recent endorsement of the comprehensive child policy and the
establishment of the national ECD Steering Committee to facilitate inter-ministerial and 
inter-agency coordination to harmonize all ECD initiatives and interventions. She cited a five year
multisectoral nutrition plan focusing on the first 1,000 ‘Golden Days’ as an equally important 
initiative. She indicated that community engagement has been the major factor fostering a sense
of ownership and awareness among parents, families and communities to enable the scaling up
of ECD. This in turn, has contributed to enhanced community participation, resource mobilization
and monitoring.  

She expressed her country’s interest in strengthening South- South cooperation through 
exchange visits of policy makers, sharing of successful experiences and cooperation mechanisms
on the HLM’s three areas.

Niue
Hon. Dalton Tagelagi, Member of Parliament highlighted the early childhood education 
programme for children up to 3.8 years of age through NGO village play centres. These centres
provide spaces for learning and health check-ups, and are funded by parents’ contributions,
donors, visitors and Niue’s diaspora. Early childhood education centres, under the umbrella of the
primary schools and funded by government, cater for children from 3.9 to 5 years. Both
programmes promote health check-ups, physical activity programmes and healthy nutritious
diets, and utilize contextualized handbooks to improve the cognitive capacity of all children. 

Papua New Guinea
Hon. Gisuwat Managere Siniwin, Vice Minister for Education indicated that his Government is
considering increasing investment in early childhood care and development (ECCD) given the 
evidence linked to improved learning outcomes and reduced drop-out. He described the 
development and implementation of the national ECCD policy, which includes integrated 
management of childhood illness and nutrition, elementary and inclusive education, and child
protection programmes. He noted that Papua New Guinea is currently undertaking a 
comprehensive validation of ECD scales as part of an East Asia and Pacific study in association
with the Asia-Pacific Regional Network for Early Childhood (ARNEC) and UNICEF, and also a facility
survey which will assist in setting minimum operational standards for running early childhood
care and education (ECCE) centres across the country.

He called on other countries to share their experiences on how to reach the most deprived and
vulnerable children with ECCE centres, how to achieve and maintain a high-level of inter-sectoral
collaboration, and lessons learned from the implementation of compulsory primary education.
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Thailand
Mr. Vichien Chavalit, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Social Development and Human Security
informed participants that currently Thailand provides free health care for all and has been 
working on upgrading health centers at the sub-district level. Services provided include parenting
education, pre-and post-natal care, breastfeeding support, immunizations, nutritional support
and counselling up to the preschool level. Policy on early childhood care and development in
Thailand has shifted in focus from rural kindergarten projects to a variety of service delivery 
models, including through the private sector in the workplace. Access to ECD services has 
expanded rapidly. Ensuring nationwide quality of ECD services remains a challenge, and the 
Government is finalizing national standards for child care centres and early learning. 
Simultaneously it is providing opportunities for teachers and administrators to further develop
their understanding of key principles of early learning through continuing education and sharing
of information and knowledge among peers.

Vanuatu
Ms. Karen Allen, UNICEF Representative to the Pacific, delivered the statement on behalf Hon.
Jonas James, Minister of Justice and Community Services. The statement focused on the 
Government’s initiative to provide early childhood care and education (ECCE). As of 2012, 60  
percent of children enter first grade with early childhood education experience. The Ministry of
Education has worked hard to strengthen delivery through an ECCE Policy and a recently drafted
National Framework. Despite progress, challenges remain, including improving teacher 
recruitment, programme monitoring, and community engagement. Vanuatu would like to seek
best practice on strengthening integrated services for children below the age of three, 
inter-sectoral coordination, and funding strategies for ECCE.
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Hon. Mohan Lal Grero, Deputy Minister of Education, Sri Lanka chaired the session. He 
introduced the topic by summarizing the background paper on Urban Settings as an Opportunity
for Realizing All Child Rights.

Setting the context, Asia and the Pacific is home to 60  percent of the world’s people and is the
most densely populated region after Europe, despite having far lower levels of urbanization.
While urbanization can boost economic growth, these growing economies often become more
stratified, especially in cities. The paper highlights that the opportunities which potentially exist
for all urban children in Asia can only be realized through a reduction in urban inequalities. And 
although Asia is home to many of the world’s largest cities, almost half of its urban residents live
in centres of less than 500,000 people, compared with about 13 percent of people who live in
mega-cities. Small towns and cities can be vital for local economic growth, also benefiting the
areas around them. 

The paper indicates there is an underestimation of urban poverty, and that simplistic rural-urban
comparisons mask the scale and depth of urban deprivation. It notes too that urban poverty can
be aggravated by inadequate basic services, air pollution, climate change and disasters, violence
and stress, and the presence of informal sectors. Individually or collectively, these conditions have
a negative impact on children and their rights.    

The papers identifies that, in face of these multiple challenges, governance plays an essential role
in addressing constraints related to power, capacity and funding under which many governments
operate, especially local city governments. Effective city management is also seriously constrained
by incomplete data, and the paper cites the need for census data that can be disaggregated to
better facilitate planning. Political will is another aspect, as when government and local 
authorities do recognize problems and address them, change is visible. The active involvement of
the private sector and public-private partnerships bring finance and expertise for cities’ growth
and development. In this respect, the capacity of local governments to oversee and monitor 
private sector involvement in setting standards for investment in inclusive, equitable urban 
development, is key.  

The paper concludes that Asia is home to some of the most successful and well documented 
examples of urban action with far reaching effects for marginalized children and families, 
involving local government, local communities and donor partners.  

URBAN SETTINGS AS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR 
REALIZING ALL CHILD RIGHTS
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Fiji
Dr. Josefa Koroivueta, Permanent Secretary, Ministry for Social Welfare highlighted the value of
quality disaggregated data from different sources presented in poverty map format. This had 
revealed major inequities in urban poverty rates in Fiji, and has permitted effective targeting of
poverty alleviation programmes. He described three main social protection strategies: a Care and
Protection Allowance which consists of monthly cash grants targeting children living in poor 
families in rural and urban dwellings; a Free Bus Fare Scheme to enable school attendance of 
children from families with low incomes; and a squatter settlement upgrading project. 

In concluding, he called for coordinated engagement and facilitation through South-South 
cooperation for a well enforced regulation and accountability framework to implement The
Hague Protocol; to eliminate child trafficking and child labour; and to inculcate informal 
innovations to achieve self-reliance and equitable child rights.

Pakistan
Hon. Minister Begum Zakia Shahnawaz Khan, Provincial Minister for Population Welfare, Punjab
introduced the presentation, describing the rapidly growing urban environment of Pakistan. Mr.
Muhammad Hassan Mangi, Director of the National Commission for Child Welfare and 
Development, Ministry of Law, Justice and Human Rights then proceeded to identify the main
challenges for child rights in urban settings. These include intra- and inter-urban disparities in the
provision of services due to bold social stratification and geographic segregation; the exclusion of
children from impoverished communities from education, sanitation and health services; and a
higher incidence of violation of child rights, abuse and exploitation as coping strategies in 
unplanned and expanding urban areas.  

He reflected that urban planning and governance needs high priority on the public agenda. 
Envisioning inclusive development as opportunity, he noted that making cities ‘child-friendly’ is a
way to transform opportunities into realities. He described policy initiatives for urban 
development undertaken in Pakistan, and outlined best practices in areas of child and maternal
health, sanitation, inclusive schools, and adolescent and youth participation.

Philippines
Mr. Javier R. Jimenez, Assistant Secretary, Department of Social Welfare and Development high-
lighted the significant challenges posed by urban poverty, and the fast urban growth rate whereby
it is estimated that 77 percent of Filipinos will be living in urban areas by 2030.  

He presented the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program, a conditional cash transfer programme
targeted to homeless families and street children providing grants for education and health and
other support services and interventions. There are eligibility criteria, and conditionalities, which
include attending family development sessions, children attending school, availing mother and
child health services, and shelter assistance.   

He concluded by stating that this programme is an investment in the Philippines young 
population focusing on the poorest and most marginalized, and presents a holistic programmatic
response to issues of poverty and exclusion. It also involves working closely as a government 
(involving the country’s political administrative units) and collaborating with civil society.
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Kiribati
Hon. Teima Onoria, Vice President and Minister of Internal Affairs highlighted the challenges
faced by children arising from climate change, migration and overcrowding of some islands. She
referred to the Adolescent Girls’ Initiative through which girls develop confidence and self-
esteem, and are able to contribute to their own health and protection from violence.  

She also cited the Kiribati Community Club, an initiative which actively engages youth and 
children in urbanised areas engaged in behaviours such as smoking, drinking alcohol, and truancy.
Through the clubs, children and youth develop leadership skills and abilities for sport, as well as
gain motivation, awareness and job opportunities. The project is showing positive results in urban
settings, and the project is being expanded to other islands throughout Kiribati.

Marshall Islands
Hon. Wilbur Heine, Minister for Internal Affairs described initiatives to address child protection 
issues including policy efforts. A Child Protection Baseline Report was undertaken in 2010-2011 to
review the situation in the country; to provide recommendations and goals to promote capacity
building and networking; to create greater inter-agency collaboration and coordination; and to
create a cross-sectoral approach to build a future free from violence, abuse and exploitation of
children. The report is now in its implementation stage. 

Other initiatives include Health Islands through Sports, the After School Enrichment Programme,
and the Kumit Bobrae Coalition project. This latter project draws and builds on traditional culture
and seeks to strengthen laws to maintain a harmonious society. Implemented by a group of NGOs
working closely with the traditional leaders, churches, businesses and other organizations and
communities, it already has demonstrated some impressive results in reducing purchase of 
alcohol and tobacco by youth.

Mongolia
Mr. Erdene Sodnomzundui, Minister for Population Development and Social Protection referred
to Mongolia’s rapid urbanization, resulting in more than 40 percent of the country’s population
now living in the capital. The unplanned increase in the urban population has had negative 
implications on basic social services, increasing the burden on structures and institutions that are
not appropriately prepared for a rise in demand. 

He described his Government’s new child-friendly strategy focusing on quality mother and infant
care, monitoring growth and development of children under 59 months and increased 
accessibility of preschool education for children under six years of age. Other initiatives include
promoting family-based approaches to child well-being and potentially the creation of satellite
cities. His statement also flagged the importance of data and evidence on children’s well-being,
and he indicated such disaggregated data is being gathered to ensure that the situation of urban
children and adolescents is more visible. He stated that although investment in child and 
adolescent friendly facilities and infrastructure in urban settings has increased in the past two
years, it is being followed up by efforts to ensure the services are available to maximize the use of
the infrastructure. 

URBAN SETTINGS AS AN OPPOTUNITY FOR REALIZING ALL CHILD RIGHTS 36



REGIONAL PERSPECTIVES AND PARTNERSHIPS

Session chair, Mr. Javier R. Jimenez, Assistant Secretary, Department of Social Welfare, 
Philippines outlined the objectives of the session, namely for three of the key regional 
organizations that work in Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP), the Secretariat for the Pacific Community (SPC)
and the South Asian Regional Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), to share their 
perspectives on the thematic topics of the meeting, and on how to make better use of South-
South cooperation to learn from each other, and improve policies and responses towards the
achievement of child rights.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, ESCAP South and South-West Asia Office stated that ESCAP has been
closely monitoring the progress of countries in Asia and the Pacific towards the achievement of
child rights among other Millennium Development Goals. He noted some considerable success
and also uneven progress across countries, across goals, and within countries. He cited concerns
about the quality of education, and slow progress in the reduction of under-five mortality. He
noted that with accelerated efforts nutrition targets could be met.  

He indicated that child rights need to find their place in the development agenda that will 
succeed the MDGs after 2015, with provision for right to nutrition, health care and education and 
vocational training to equip the children for productive jobs to lead the region into an Asian 
Century. 

Dr. Kumar provided an overview of some of ESCAP’s partnerships with countries in Asia and the
Pacific covering the important issues of birth registration, child labour, and population and 
development. He also described ESCAP’s collaboration with UN agencies and other regional 
institutions to strengthen statistical and monitoring systems and foster the development of 
a commonly agreed regional agenda on these issues. He concluded by noting that sharing of
development experiences and best practices in child rights represents a very important aspect of
South-South cooperation. 
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Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC):
Dr. Colin Tukuitonga, Director of Public Health commenced by extending greetings from the 
Director General of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community, Dr Jimmie Rodgers and the 22 
islands countries and territories in the Pacific region. He outlined SPC’s role of high level 
advocacy and support for policy development and to facilitate information flow. He described 
inherent and naturally occurring vulnerabilities of the Pacific countries, and said that South-South
cooperation, or regional cooperation, in the Pacific is not an option but an imperative.  

He listed and described existing platforms of action on HLM themes. One of these is the Pacific
Plan for strengthening collaboration and integration among Pacific island countries and territories
which articulates a common vision for development and actions across the Pacific. Regional 
organisations play a significant role in implementing priorities which include improving livelihoods
and the well-being of Pacific peoples through food security, health, education, land, human 
development, gender equality, youth and culture, and addressing the impacts of climate change.
He also provided examples of South-South cooperation within the Pacific and with Asia, and
noted that it would be immensely helpful to further extend the latter by visiting neighbouring
Asian countries that have implemented legislative or strategic reforms on child rights to observe
their processes and see how some of these maybe adapted to the Pacific.

In concluding, Dr. Tukuitonga reiterated that South-South cooperation is an imperative and that
existing platforms be utilized. He indicated the need for inter-HLM events, and offered that SPC
could help facilitate them. He further noted the need to integrate new actions within existing
policies and programmes.

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
H.E. Mr. Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General stated that SAARC has always attached priority to its
relationship with regional and international organizations, and also recognizes the importance of
South-South cooperation for the region as a means to learn from and share with one another. He
described instruments established to address children’s issues since SAARC’s creation in 1985,
from the SAARC Decade of the Girl Child (1991-2000), the SAARC Decade of the Rights of the
Child (2001-2010), the Social Charter, the SAARC Convention on Regional Arrangements for the
Promotion of Child Welfare in South Asia, the SAARC Convention on Preventing and Combating
Trafficking in Women and Children for Prostitution, and the SAARC Development Goals. 

One recent example of SAARC’s efforts includes convening a regional policy dialogue on 
adolescents jointly with UNICEF, bringing together policy-makers, academia, civil society 
organizations and adolescents themselves, to discuss and agree on concrete policy actions aimed
at respecting, protecting and fulfilling the rights of adolescent girls and boys in the region. He
highlighted the South Asia Initiative to End Violence Against Children (SAIEVAC) as an opportunity
to tap into the larger framework of SAARC, not only in terms of funding but also by opportunities
to assist implementing the plans and programmes of SAARC in the areas of child rights. He also
highlighted the establishment of SAARC’s 11 regional centers in different areas of cooperation,
and regional projects through the SAARC Development Fund, such as a project on maternal and
child health, a regional toll-free helpline project for women and children, and strengthening of
water, sanitation and hygiene services. 
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In the discussions, a number of countries underlined some issues of importance; others 
expressed interest to learn from other countries’ experiences or to share their own. One issue
was the important learning on vocational training and skills programmes made in several
presentations and statements as a way to generate employment and decrease poverty amongst
youth. Afghanistan requested further sharing of experience on this issue. Myanmar highlighted its
efforts to provide job opportunities and care to street children. They also offered to share their
experience in setting up an inter-agency working group on social protection for children to discuss
issues including birth registration and second chance education. India offered to put together a
package on early childhood care and development for all countries. It was also noted that India’s
Child Rights Commission is actively involved in protecting and advancing child rights by reviewing
legislation and conducting research. The significant impact that social media can have on 
adolescents was noted, and Brunei requested other countries to share experience on how to 
protect adolescents from social media’s harmful effects. The Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) was identified as an important regional forum to advance children’s rights.

Several suggestions and recommendations were also put forward. One country recommended
on-going communication and South-South exchanges via email. Another country recommended
that children and adolescents with disabilities should feature more prominently in future 
discussions. It was also proposed that civil society be included in High Level Meetings in the 
future. Timor Leste expressed its interest in hosting a future High Level Meeting on South-South 
Cooperation. 

Countries also took the opportunity of the discussions to express their appreciation to the 
Government of India for organizing and hosting a very successful meeting, and to UNICEF for their
support. They equally thanked the regional organizations for their presence and input. It was
noted that the High Level Meeting has generated a lot of positive energy and experience 
exchange which has set the tone for future South-South exchanges. 
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Mr. Sharudin Shar Kashim, Deputy Director General (Planning), Department of Social Welfare,
Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development, Malaysia chaired the session. He 
invited Dr. Vivek Joshi, Chairperson of the Drafting Committee to report back. Dr. Joshi explained
that the Drafting Committee had met and incorporated the input from other participants, and had
opened participation for final review to other countries interested to be involved. The draft 
Declaration had thus been finalized, and a copy circulated to all present. He then invited Ms.
Deepika Srivastava, Planning Commission, Government of India to read the New Delhi 
Declaration. 

Following the reading, the New Delhi Declaration was adopted by acclamation.

ADOPTION OF THE NEW DELHI DECLARATION ON
SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION FOR CHILD RIGHTS
IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
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In her closing speech, Mrs. Krishna Tirath, Honourable Minister of State (Independent Charge),
Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India reflected on the activities and
achievements of the past three days. She noted that the commitments by the participating 
countries encapsulated in the New Delhi Declaration were commendable. She expressed that the 
specific commitments related to adolescents, early childhood development and urban settings
would facilitate strong linkages among the countries of Asia and the Pacific. She voiced 
confidence that all participants would remember the experiences and best practices shared, and
would continue to build upon the discussions that had been initiated, the partnerships that had
been cemented and the relationships that had been formed. She concluded by expressing her
thanks to everyone who contributed to the success of the meeting.

Ms. Nita Chowdhury, Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development delivered the vote of
thanks. She started off by offering a very hearty vote of thanks to all the delegates and guests for
gracing the High Level Meeting and sharing their work and experiences. She acknowledged the
Honourable Minister, Mrs. Krishna Tirath, for taking the leadership to host the Second High Level
Meeting, and thanked the motivated and dedicated team of officers in the Ministry of Women
and Child Development who had been working to ensure the meeting’s success over the past year.
She also extended thanks to the Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, Planning 
Commission and Department Heads of her Ministry who all provided valuable technical inputs on
the themes of the meeting. 

She cited the Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Home Affairs, Bureau of Civil Aviation, 
Airport Authority of India, Delhi International Airport (P) Limited, India Tourism Development 
Corporation (ITDC) and Central Social Welfare Board for the overall support provided to make the
meeting a smooth success. She also thanked the Delhi Police and the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) and all other service providers for their cooperation and support. She concluded by
acknowledging, with thanks, the support of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in the 
organization of the meeting. 
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AGENDA DAY 1 – Wednesday 23 October 2013

13:00 – 15:00 Meeting of the HLM2 Drafting Committee chaired by Dr. Vivek Joshi, Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India, to discuss the 
Zero Draft Declaration

Venue: Room 292, 2nd Floor, The Ashok Hotel

15:00 – 16:30 High Level Meeting Opening Ceremony 
Venue: Convention Hall B, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel

14:45 Delegates and guests arrive

15:00 Lighting of lamp for inauguration of Opening Ceremony

15:05 Welcome address by Ms. Nita Chowdhury, Secretary, Ministry of Women and 
Child Development, Government of India

15:15 Speech by Mr. Anthony Lake, Executive Director, UNICEF

15:20 Speech by Ms. Sujata Mehta, Additional Secretary (Development Partnership 
Administration), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India

15:27 Speech by Mme. Su Fengjie, Executive Director, Office of National Working 
Committee on Children and Women under the State Council, China 

15:35 Key Note Speech by Mrs. Krishna Tirath, Honourable Minister of State 
(Independent Charge), Ministry of Women and Child Development, 
Government of India

15:45 Vote of Thanks by Dr. Vivek Joshi, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women and 
Child Development, Government of India

15:55 Group photo of Heads of Delegation with Mrs. Krishna Tirath, Honourable 
Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, Government of India

16:15 High Tea
Venue: Convention Hall A, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel

19:00 - 20:30 Welcome Dinner hosted by the Government of India for delegates
Venue: Lily Pool Lawns, The Ashok Hotel

AGENDA DAY 2 – Thursday 24 October 2013

08:30 – 09:00 Arrival of delegates
Venue: Convention Hall B, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel 

09:00 – 10:30 Session 1   Promoting and Practising South-South Cooperation for Child Rights in Asia 
and the Pacific: from Beijing to New Delhi 
Chair: Mme. Liang Hong, Division Director, Iternational Trade and Economic Affairs 
Department, Ministry of Commerce, China

Venue: Convention Hall B, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel 

09:00 Opening remarks by Session Chair

09:05 Key note address on South-South Cooperation by Dr. Vivek Joshi, Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India 

09:15 Presentation of overview of the Beijing Follow Up Report by Ms. Karin Hulshof and 
Mr. Daniel Toole, UNICEF Regional Directors, South Asia and East Asia and the Pacific

09:30 Presentation by H.E. Amena Afzali, Minister of Labour, Social Affairs, Martyrs and 
Disabled, Afghanistan

09:40 Presentation by Mr. Sharudin Shar Kashim, Deputy Director General (Planning), 
Department of Social Welfare, Ministry of Women, Family and Community 
Development, Malaysia 

09:50 Statement by Mr. Mun Jong Chol, Coordinator of DPRK National Coordinating Committee 
for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
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09:55 Statement by Hon. Dr. Vita Skilling, Minister of Health and Social Affairs, Federated 
States of Micronesia

10:00 Statement by H.E. Mme Khempheng Pholsena, Minister to Government Office, 
Chairperson of the National Commission for the Advancement of Women and 
Chairperson of the National Commission for Mothers and Child, Lao PDR 

10:05 Statement by Hon. Gatoloaifaana Amataga Gidlow, Associate Minister for Women, 
Community and Social Development, Samoa

10:10 Opportunity for comments from the floor and discussion 

10:25 Closing remarks by Session Chair 

10:30 – 11:00 Tea/coffee break

11:00 – 12:50 Session 2   Adolescents: Current Rights for Future Opportunities
Chair: H.E. Dra. Nina Sardjunani, Deputy Minister for Human Resources and Culture, 
Ministry of National Development Planning/BAPPENAS, Indonesia 

Venue: Convention Hall B, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel 

11:00 Opening remarks and main policy issues by Session Chair

11:15 Presentation by Dr. Vivek Joshi, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, Government of India

11:25 Presentation by Hon. Mohan Lal Grero, Deputy Minister of Education and Monitoring 
Member of Parliament for Ministry of Education and Ministry of Youth Affairs and Skills 
Development, Sri Lanka

11:35 Presentation by Mr. Miguel Marques Gonçalves Manetelu, Secretary of State for Youth 
and Sport, Timor Leste

11:45 Statement by Mr. A.Y.M. Golam Kibria, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women and Children 
Affairs, Bangladesh

11:50 Statement by Hon. John Mokoenga Henry, Associate Minister of Internal Affairs, Cook 
Islands

11:55 Statement by Dr. Aamaal Ali, Minister of Gender, Family and Human Rights, Maldives

12:00 Statement by Mrs. Ethel Sigimanu,Permanent Secretary for Women, Youth, Children & 
Family Affiars, Solomon Islands

12:05 Statement by Mr. Ponepate Taunisila, Deputy Director, Ministry of Education and 
Training, Tonga

12:10 Statement by Mr. Fauoa Maani, Minister of Education, Youth & Sports, Tuvalu

12:15 Statement by Mr. Doan Mau Diep, Vice Minister of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs, 
Vietnam 

12:25 Opportunity for comments from the floor and discussion 

12:55 Closing remarks by Session Chair

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch
Head of Delegation Lunch 

Venue: The Oudh Restaurant, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel 
Other participants 

Venue: Convention Hall A, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel 

14:00 – 15:15 Session 3   Fulfilling Child Rights through Early Childhood Development
Chair: Hon. Minister Begum Zakia Shahnawaz Khan, Minister for Population Welfare, 
Government of the Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan 

Venue: Convention Hall B, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel 

14:00 Opening remarks and main policy issues by Session Chair

14:15 Presentation by Mr. Karma Yeshey, Director, Department of School Education, Ministry 
of Education, Bhutan
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14:25 Presentation by Mme. Jiang Jin, Deputy Director General, Department of Basic 
Education II, Ministry of Education, China 

14:35 Presentation by H.E. Dra. Nina Sardjunani, MA, Deputy Minister for Human Resources 
and Culture, Ministry of National Development Planning, Indonesia

14:45 Statement by H.E. Adina Othman, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Culture, Youth and 
Sports, Brunei Darussalam

14:50 Statement by H.E. Mrs. Khiev Bory, Secretary of State, Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation, Cambodia

14:55 Statement by H.E. Dr. Daw Myat Myat Ohn Khin, Union Minister, Ministry of Social 
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, Myanmar

15:00 Statement by Hon. Dalton Tagelagi, Associate Minister, Ministry of Health, Niue

15:05 Statement by Hon. Riddhi Baba Pradhan, Minister for Women, Children and Social 
Welfare and Land Reform and Management, Nepal

15:10 Statement by Hon. Gisuwat Managere Siniwin, Vice Minister for Education, Papua New 
Guinea

15:15 – 15:45 Tea/coffee break

15:45 – 17:00 Session 3 cont   Fulfilling Child Rights through Early Childhood Development 
Chair: Hon. Minister Begum Zakia Shahnawaz Khan, Minister for Population Welfare, 
Government of the Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan

Venue: Convention Hall B, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel 

15:45 Statement by Mr. Vichien Chavalit, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Social 
Development and Human Security, Thailand

15:50 Statement of Vanuatu read by Ms. Karen Allen, UNICEF Representative to the Pacific

15:55 Opportunity for comments from the floor and discussion 

16:55 Closing remarks by Session Chair

18:30 Buses leave from lobby area to The Taj Mahal Hotel for Reception hosted by UNICEF 

19:00 – 20:30 Reception hosted by UNICEF
Venue: The Taj Mahal Hotel, Terrace Garden

44

AGENDA DAY 3 – Friday 25 October 2013             

09:00 – 10:30 Session 4   Urban Settings as an Opportunity for Realizing all Child Rights 
Chair: Hon. Mohan Lal Grero, Deputy Minister of Education, Sri Lanka

Venue: Convention Hall B, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel 

09:00 Opening remarks and main policy issues by Session Chair

09:15 Presentation by Dr. Josefa Koroivueta, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Social Welfare, 
Women and Poverty Alleviation, Fiji 

09:25 Presentation by Hon. Minister Begum Zakia Shahnawaz Khan, Ministry of Population 
Welfare, Punjab, Pakistan

09:35 Presentation by Mr. Javier R. Jiminez, Assistant Secretary, Department of Social Welfare 
and Development (DSWD), Philippines

09:45 Statement by Hon. Teima Onorio, Vice President, Republic of Kiribati 

09:50 Statement by Hon. Wilbur Heine, Minister of Internal Affairs, Marshall Islands

09:55 Statement by H.E. Mr. Erdene Sodnomzundui, Minister for Population Development and
Social Protection, Mongolia

10:00 Opportunity for comments from the floor and discussion 

10:25 Closing remarks by Session Chair

10:30 – 11:00 Tea/coffee break
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11:00 – 12:15 Session 5   Regional Perspectives and Partnerships
Chair: Mr. Javier R. Jiminez, Assistant Secretary, Department of Social Welfare and 
Development, Philippines

Venue: Convention Hall B, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel 

11:00 Opening remarks by Session Chair

11:05 Statement by Mr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, ESCAP South and South-West Asia Office

11:15 Statement by Dr. Colin Tukuitonga Director of Public Health Division, Secretariat of the 
Pacific Community (SPC)

11:25 Statement by H.E. Mr. Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General, South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)

11:35 Opportunity for comments from the floor and discussion

12:10 Closing remarks by session chair

11:00 – 13:30 Meeting of the New Delhi Declaration Drafting Committee
Venue: Room 292, Second Floor

12:15 – 13:30 Lunch 
Head of Delegation Lunch 

Venue: The Oudh Restaurant, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel 
Other participants 

Venue: Convention Hall A, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel

13:30 – 15:00 Opportunity for bilateral meetings between Ministerial delegations

15:00 – 15:30 Session 6   Adoption of the New Delhi Declaration on South-South Cooperation for 
Child Rights in Asia and the Pacific 
Chair: Mr. Sharudin Shar Kashim, Deputy Director General (Planning), Department of 
Social Welfare, Malaysia 

Venue: Convention Hall B, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel  

15:00 Opening remarks by Session Chair

15:05 Introduction to the Declaration by Dr. Vivek Joshi, Joint Secretary, MWCD, Government 
of India and Chair of the Drafting Committee

15:10 Reading of the New Delhi Declaration recommendations by Ms. Deepika Srivastava, 
Planning Commission, Government of India  

Adoption of the New Delhi Declaration

15:30 – 15:45 High Level Meeting Closing Ceremony 
Venue: Convention Hall B, Ground Floor, The Ashok Hotel  

15:30 Closing Speech by Mrs. Krishna Tirath, Honourable Minister of State (Independent 
Charge), Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India

15:40 Closing remarks and Vote of Thanks by Ms. Nita Chowdhury, Secretary, Ministry of 
Women and Child Development, Government of India

15:45 High Level Meeting closes



LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

AFGHANISTAN
1 H.E. Amena Afzali, Minister of Labour, Social 

Affairs, Martyrs and Disabled
2 Prof. Wasil Noor (Muhmand), Deputy Minister of 

Social Affairs, Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, 
Martyrs and Disabled

3 Ms. Vidhya Ganesh, UNICEF Representative, a.i. 
to Afghanistan 

BANGLADESH
4 Mr. A.Y.M Golam Kibria, Joint Secretary, Ministry 

of Women and Children Affairs
5 Mr. S.M. Latif, Private Secretary to the 

Honourable State Minister of Women and 
Children Affairs 

6 Mr. Pascal Villeneuve, UNICEF Representative to 
Bangladesh 

BHUTAN
7 Honourable Mingbo Dukpa, Minister of Education 
8 Ms. Phintsho Choeden, Director General, National

Commission for Women and Children
9 Mr. Karma Yeshey, Director, Department of School

Education, Ministry of Education 
10 Ms. Shaheen Nilofer, UNICEF Representative to 

Bhutan

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
11 H.E. Adina Othman, Deputy Minister of Culture, 

Youth and Sports 
12 Ms. Hjh Misnah Hj Bolhasan, Director, 

Department of Community Development, 
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports

13 Mr. Hj Mohd Husaini Abdullah, Assistant Director 
of Social Services, Ministry of Culture, Youth and 
Sport 

14 Ms. Hjh Siti Aynah Hj Mohd Yaakub, Acting 
Assistant Director, Community Development 
Department, and Head of the Family, Women and 
Children Development Division 

CAMBODIA
15 H.E. Mrs. Khiev Bory, Secretary of State, Ministry 

of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation
16 Ms. Nhep Sopheap, Acting Secretary, National 

Council for Children, Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation

17 Mr. Nhep Chane, Director, International 
Cooperation Department, Ministry of Social 
Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation

18 Ms. Rana Flowers, UNICEF Representative to 
Cambodia

CHINA
19 Mme. Su Fengjie, Executive Director (Director 

General), Office of the National Working 
Committee on Children and Women under the 
State Council

20 Ms. Jiang Jin, Deputy Director General , Department 
of Basic Education II, Ministry of Education

21 Mme. Liang Hong, Division Director, 
International Trade and Economic Affairs 
Department, Ministry of Commerce 

22 Ms. Hu Daohua, Division Chief, Division of 
Children’s Affairs, General Office of the National 
Working Committee on Children and Women 
under the State Council

23 Ms. Zhang Ying, Deputy Division Chief for 
International Cooperation, International Liaison 
Department, All-China Women’s Federation (ACWF)

24 Ms. Xu Xiaochao, Deputy Director, Division of 
Child Health, Department of Maternal and Child 
Health and Services, National Health and Family 
Planning Commission

25 Mr. Guo Zehua, Department of International 
Trade and Economic Affairs, Ministry of Commerce 

26 Ms. An Weiwei, Interpreter and Liaison Officer, 
International Liaison Department of the All-China 
Women's Federation

27 Dr. Guan Hongyan, Associate Professor and 
Paediatrician, Capital Institute of Paediatrics & 
Affiliated Children’s Hospital

28 Ms. Gillian Mellsop, UNICEF Representative to 
China

COOK ISLANDS
29 Honourable John Mokoenga Henry, Associate 

Minister of Internal Affairs

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA
30 Mr. Mun Jong Chol, Coordinator, National 

Coordinating Committee for the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child

31 Mr. Kim Mun Dok, Coordinator, National 
Coordinating Committee for UNICEF

32 Ms. Desiree Jongsma, UNICEF Representative to 
DPRK

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
33 Honourable Dr. Vita Skilling, Minister of Health 

and Social Affairs

FIJI
34 Dr. Josefa Koroivueta, Permanent Secretary for 

Social Welfare, Women and Poverty Alleviation
35 Ms. Luse Qereqeretabua, Principal Policy and 

Research Officer, Ministry of Social Welfare, 
Women and Poverty Alleviation

36 Ms. Karen Allen, UNICEF Representative to the 
Pacific 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 46



INDIA
37 Honourable Mrs. Krishna Tirath, Minister of State 

(Independent Charge), Women and Child 
Development 

38 Ms. Nita Chowdhury, Secretary, Ministry of 
Women and Child Development 

39 Ms. Kushal Singh, Chairperson, National 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights  

40 Ms. Preeti Sudan, Additional Secretary, Ministry 
of Women and Child Development  

41 Dr. Shreeranjan, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Women and Child Development

42 Shri T.S. Tirumurti, Joint Secretary, United Nations
Economic Social (UNES) Division, Ministry of 
External Affairs

43 Shri Brij Kumar Aggarwal, Joint Secretary (Urban 
Poverty Alleviation), Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Poverty Alleviation 

44 Dr. Vivek Joshi, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Women and Child Development

45 Dr. Dinesh Paul, Director, National Institute of 
Public Cooperation and Child Development  

46 Ms. Deepika Srivastava, Officer on Special Duty, 
Planning Commission 

INDONESIA
47 Dra. Nina Sardjunani, MA, Deputy Minister for 

Human Resources and Culture, Ministry of 
National Development Planning 

48 Dr. Ina Hernawati, MPH, Deputy Minister for 
Women Empowerment and Child Welfare 

49 Dr. Ir. Subandi, Director for Education, Ministry of 
National Development Planning

50 Drs. Rudoro Susanto E, MSi, Head of the Family 
Resilience Division, Ministry of Women 
Empowerment and Child Welfare

51 Ms. Angela Kearney, UNICEF Representative to 
Indonesia 

KIRIBATI
52 Honourable Teima Onorio, Vice President of the 

Republic of Kiribati and Minister for Internal and 
Social Affairs

53 Mr. Riwata Obetaia, Deputy Secretary of the 
Ministry of Internal and Social Affairs

54 Ms. Tannako Tauanibure, Senior Social Welfare 
Officer, Community Development Services 
Division, Ministry of Internal and Social Affairs

LAO PDR
55 H.E. Mme. Khempheng Pholsena, Minister to the 

Government Office and Chairperson of the 
National Commission for the Advancement of 
Women and of the National Commission for 
Mothers and Children

56 Mme. Chongchith Chantharanonh, Secretary 
General, National Commission for Mothers and 
Children Secretariat

57 Ms. Bouaphanh Ratthida, Head of the Division of 
Advancement of Women; and Mothers and 
Children Cabinet, Ministry of Education and Sports

58 Mr. Phoukhong Sisoulath, Project Manager to the 
UNDP International Law Project 

59 Mr. Tim Schaffter, UNICEF Representative to Lao PDR 

MALAYSIA
60 Mr. Sharudin Shar Kashim, Deputy Director 

General (Planning), Department of Social Welfare, 
Ministry of Women, Family and Community 
Development

61 Mr. Mohd Fazari bin Mohd Salleh, Director of 
Planning and Development, Department of Social 
Welfare 

62 Ms. Rokiah Haron, Deputy Director, Social 
Services Section, Economic Planning Unit, Prime 
Minister’s Department 

63 Ms. Wivina Belmonte, UNICEF Representative, 
Malaysia

MALDIVES
64 Dr. Aamaal Ali, Minister of Gender, Family and 

Human Rights 
65 Ms. Fathmath Salwa, acting head of the Disability 

and Elderly Division, Ministry of Gender, Family 
and Human Rights 

66 Ms. Zeba Bukhari, UNICEF Representative to the 
Maldives

MARSHALL ISLANDS
67 Honourable Wilbur Heine, Minister of Internal 

Affairs
68 Mr. Antari Elbon, Director of Radio Marshalls 

V7AB

MONGOLIA
69 H.E. Mr. Erdene Sodnomzundui, Minister for 

Population Development and Social Protection
70 Mrs. Narantuya Ishbadam, Chairperson, National 

Authority for Children
71 Ms. Bolormaa Tsoodol, Director, Foreign 

Cooperation Division, Ministry of Population 
Development and Social Protection

72 Mrs. Saikhanbileg Damdinsuren, Director, Child 
Development and Protection Centre, National 
Authority for Children

73 Mrs. Burmaa Baldorj, Director, Child and Family 
Development Centre ‘Large Family’, National 
Authority for Children

74 Ms. Enkhnasan Nasan-Ulzii, translator
75 Mr. Mohamed Malick Fall, UNICEF Representative

to Mongolia 

MYANMAR
76 H.E. Dr. Daw Myat Myat Ohn Khin, Union 

Minister, Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and 
Resettlement

77 Mr. U Aung Tun Khaing, Deputy Director General, 
Department of Social Welfare, Ministry of Social 
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 47



78 Dr. Ko Ko Naing, Deputy Director General and 
Head of Office, Union Minister’s Office, Ministry of
Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement

79 Mrs. Wai Wai Phyo Hlaing, Staff Officer, Ministry 
of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement

80 Mr. Bertrand Bainvel, UNICEF Representative to 
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

NEPAL
81 Honourable Riddhi Baba Pradhan, Minister for 

Women, Children and Social Welfare and Land 
Reform and Management 

82 Mr. Upendra Prasad Adhikary, Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare

83 Mr. Bishnu Prasad Nepal, Chief, Social 
Development Division (Joint Secretary), National 
Planning Commission

84 Mr. Tek Narayan Pandey, Director, Department of 
Education

85 Ms. Hanaa Singer, UNICEF Representative to 
Nepal 

NIUE
86 Honourable Dalton Tagelagi, Member of 

Parliament with responsibility for the portfolios 
for Climate Change and Youth and Sports

87 Mr. James Poihega, Technical, Vocational, 
Education and Training Co-ordinator, Department 
of Education

PAKISTAN
88 Honourable Begum Zakia Shahnawaz Khan, 

Provincial Minister for Population Welfare, Punjab
89 Mr. Ramesh Singh Arora, Member of Provincial 

Assembly, Punjab
90 Mr. Javed I. Chaudhry, Secretary to the 

Government of the Punjab, Department of Human
Rights and Minorities Affairs

91 Mr. Muhammad Arifeen, Secretary, Law, 
Parliamentary Affairs and Human Rights 
Department, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

92 Mr. Muhammad Hassan Mangi, Director, National
Commission for Child Welfare and Development, 
Ministry of Law, Justice and Human Rights 

93 Mr. Dan Rohrmann, UNICEF Representative to 
Pakistan 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
94 Honourable Gisuwat Managere Siniwin, Vice 

Minister for Education   
95 Mr. Brian Gaius-Monie, Manager, Policy 

Development and Review Branch, Policy Planning 
Wing, National Department of Education

96 Mr. Baba Danbappa, UNICEF Representative to 
Papua New Guinea

PHILIPPINES
97 Mr. Javier R. Jimenez, Assistant Secretary, 

Department of Social Welfare and Development 

98 Ms. Maria Fe R. Mejia, Executive Assistant to the 
Secretary (Minister) of Social Welfare and 
Development 

99 Mr. Tomoo Hozumi, UNICEF Representative to the
Philippines 

SAMOA
100 Honourable Gatoloaifaana Amataga Gidlow, 

Associate Minister, Ministry of Women, 
Community & Social Development

101 Ms. Seletuta Visesio, Assistant Chief Executive 
Officer, Division for Youth of the Ministry of 
Women, Community and Social Development 

SOLOMON ISLANDS
102 Mrs. Ethel Sigimanu, Permanent Secretary, 

Ministry of Women, Youth, Children & Family 
Affairs 

SRI LANKA
103 Honourable Tissa Wijayaratna Karalliyadde, 

Minister of Child Development and Women’s
Affairs 

104 Honourable Member of Parliament Mohan Lal 
Grero, Deputy Minister of Education and
Monitoring Member of Parliament for the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Skills Development

105 Ms. Una McCauley, UNICEF Representative to Sri 
Lanka  

THAILAND
106 Mr. Vichien Chavalit, Permanent Secretary, 

Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security

107 Mrs. Rarinthip Sirorat, Director-General, Office of 
Promotion and Protection of Children,
Youth, the Elderly, and Vulnerable Groups, 
Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security

108 Mrs. Supatcha Suttipol, Director, Bureau of Child 
Promotion and Protection , Office of
Promotion and Protection of Children, Youth, the 
Elderly and Vulnerable Groups, Ministry of Social 
Development and Human Security   

109 Mr. Ekkaphop Sophon, Governing Officer, acting 
Secretary of Permanent Secretary, Ministry
of Social Development and Human Security

110 Mrs. Thientong Prasanpanich, Social 
Development Official, Bureau of Child Promotion 
and Protection, Office of Promotion and 
Protection of Children, Youth, the Elderly, and 
Vulnerable Groups, Ministry of Social 
Development and Human Security

111 Ms. Siriporn Rattanakamnerd, Social 
Development Official, Office of Promotion and
Protection of Children, Youth, the Elderly and 
Vulnerable Groups, Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 48



112 Mr. Bijaya Rajbhandari, UNICEF Representative to
Thailand 

TIMOR-LESTE
113 H.E. Isabel Amaral Guterres, Minister of Social 

Solidarity
114 H.E. Dulce de Jesus Soares, Vice-Minister, 

Education for preschool and Basic Education 
115 H.E. Natalia de Araujo, Vice Minister, Health for 

Ethic and Service Delivery 
116 Mr. Miguel Marques Gonçalves Manetelu, 

Secretary of State for Youth and Sport 
117 Mr. Florencio Pina Diaz Gonzaga, Director, 

National Dili District, Ministry of Social Solidarity
118 Ms. Deborah Katzman, Advisor to Vice-Minister of

preschool and Basic Education
119 Ms. Hongwei Gao, UNICEF Representative to 

Timor-Leste 

TONGA
120 Mr. Ponepate Taunisila, Deputy Director, Ministry 

of Education and Training
121 Mr. Filifaiesea Lilo, Desk Officer, National Forum 

of Church Leaders 

TUVALU
122 Mr. Fauoa Maani, Minister of Education, Youth & 

Sports
123 Mr. Paulson Panapa, Permanent Secretary, 

Ministry of Education, Youth & Sports 

VIET NAM
124 Dr. Doan Mau Diep, Vice Minister, Ministry of 

Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs
125 Dr. Nguyen Hai Huu, Director General, 

Department of Child Care and Protection, Ministry
of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs

126 Mr. Nguyen Hoai Duc, International Cooperation 
and Project Management, Department of
Child Care and Protection

127 Ms. Lotta Sylwander, UNICEF Representative to 
Viet Nam

REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
SOUTH ASIAN ASSOCIATION FOR REGIONAL 
COOPERATION (SAARC)

128 H.E. Mr. Ahmed Saleem, Secretary-General 
129 Mr. Ibrahim Zuhuree, Head, Social Affairs Division 

and Secretary General’s Office 

SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY (SPC)
130 Dr. Colin Tukuitonga, Director, Public Health

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION
FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC (UN ESCAP)

131 Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, Sub-regional Office 
for South and South-West Asia 

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB)
132 Ms. Prabhjot R Khan, Associate Social Development

Officer (Gender), India Resident Mission

UNICEF 
133 Mr. Anthony Lake, Executive Director
134 Ms. Karin Hulshof, Regional Director for South 

Asia (ROSA)
135 Mr. Daniel Toole, Regional Director for East Asia 

and Pacific (EAPRO) 
136 Mr. Louis-Georges Arsenault, UNICEF

Representative to India
137 Dr. Nicholas Alipui, Director of Programmes, New 

York
138 Mr. Jeffrey O’Malley, Director of Policy and 

Strategy, New York
139 Mr. Akhil Iyer, Deputy Director, Office of 

Emergency Programmes, New York
140 Mr. Edward Carwardine, Deputy Director of 

Communication, New York
141 Mr. Xinggen Wang, Senior Advisor, UN and 

Intergovernmental Affairs, New York
142 Dr. Isiye Ndombi, Deputy Regional Director, 

EAPRO
143 Mr. Stephen Adkisson, Deputy Regional Director, 

ROSA
144 Mr. Andrea Rossi, Regional Advisor, Social Policy, 

ROSA
145 Mr. David Parker, Regional Chief of Programme 

and Planning, EAPRO
146 Ms. Alessandra Heinemann, Social Policy 

Specialist, ROSA
147 Mr. Xavier Foulquier, Programme Planning 

Consultant, EAPRO
148 Mr. Jean-Jacques Simon, Regional Chief of 

Communication, ROSA
149 Mr. Christopher de Bono, Regional Chief of 

Communication, EAPRO
150 Ms. Lieke van de Wiel, Regional Education 

Advisor, ROSA
151 Mr Cliff Meyers, Regional Education Advisor, 

EAPRO
152 Dr. Paula Bulancea, HIV and AIDS Specialist, ROSA
153 Mr. Devashish Dutta, Youth and Adolescent 

Development Specialist, EAPRO
154 Mr. Joaquin Gonzalez-Aleman, Chief, Policy 

Planning and Evaluation, India
155 Ms. Karuna Bishnoi, Child Rights Specialist, India
156 Mr. Isa Achoba, Chief of Social Policy, Monitoring 

and Evaluation, Bangladesh
157 Mrs. Fei Lin, Child Development Specialist, China
158 Dr. Xuefeng Chen, Education Specialist for Early 

Childhood Development, China
159 Ms. Sandra Gusmao Martins, Adolescent and 

Youth Development Officer, Timor Leste
160 Ms. Maya Fachrani Faisal, Social Policy Specialist, 

Malaysia

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 49



draft

SNAPSHOTS 50



SNAPSHOTS 51



SNAPSHOTS 52



SNAPSHOTS 53




